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NICE Pathways bring together everything NICE says on a topic in an interactive
flowchart. NICE Pathways are interactive and designed to be used online.

They are updated regularly as new NICE guidance is published. To view the latest
version of this NICE Pathway see:

http://pathways.nice.org.uk/pathways/prevention-and-control-of-healthcare-

associated-infections
NICE Pathway last updated: 31 March 2021

This document contains a single flowchart and uses numbering to link the boxes to the
associated recommendations.
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n Adult or child receiving healthcare

No additional information

n Primary and community care

See Prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections / Prevention and control of
healthcare-associated infections in primary and community care

H Secondary care

No additional information

n Local strategy

NICE, in partnership with the Health Protection Agency (HPA), has published the following
measures of excellence in infection prevention and control, at a management or organisational
level. This guidance is for board members working in (or with) hospitals.

Board-level leadership

Trust boards demonstrate leadership in infection prevention and control to ensure a culture of
continuous quality improvement and to minimise risk to patients.

Be a learning organisation

Trusts use information from a range of sources to inform and drive continuous quality
improvement to minimise risk from infection.

Healthcare-associated infections surveillance

Trusts have a surveillance system in place to routinely gather data and to carry out mandatory
monitoring of HCAIs and other infections of local relevance to inform the local response to
HCAIs.
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Workforce capacity and capability

Trusts prioritise the need for a skilled, knowledgeable and healthy workforce that delivers
continuous quality improvement to minimise the risk from infections. This includes support staff,
volunteers, agency/locum staff and those employed by contractors.

Environmental cleanliness

Trusts ensure standards of environmental cleanliness are maintained and improved beyond
current national guidance.

Multi-agency working

Trusts work proactively in multi-agency collaborations with other local health and social care
providers to reduce risk from infection.

Communication

Trusts ensure there is clear communication with all staff, patients and carers throughout the
care pathway about HCAIs, infection risks and how to prevent HCAIs, to reduce harm from
infection.

Admission, discharge and transfer

Trusts have a multi-agency patient admission, discharge and transfer policy which gives clear,
relevant guidance to local health and social care providers on the critical steps to take to
minimise harm from infection.

Patient and public involvement

Trusts use input from local patient and public experience for continuous quality improvement to
minimise harm from HCAISs.

Trust estate management

Trusts consider infection prevention and control when procuring, commissioning, planning,
designing and completing new and refurbished hospital services and facilities (and during
subsequent routine maintenance).
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New technology and innovation

Trusts regularly review evidence-based assessments of new technology and other innovations
to minimise harm from HCAIs and antimicrobial resistance.

For more information about how these measures of excellence can be used in practice, see the
NICE guideline on healthcare-associated infections: prevention and control.

NICE has written information for people visiting, or receiving treatment in, NHS hospitals on the

prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections.

Quality standards

The following quality statements are relevant to this part of the interactive flowchart.

Healthcare-associated infections

-_—

Surveillance

2. Collaborative action

w

Responsibilities of hospital staff
4. Planning, design and management of hospital facilities
5. Admission, discharge and transfer

Infection prevention and control

2. Organisational responsibility
Surgical site infection

7. Surveillance — surgical site infection
H Preventing infections when using needleless connectors

The following recommendations are from NICE medical technologies guidance on Curos for
preventing infections when using needleless connectors.
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Curos disinfecting cap shows promise for preventing infections when using needleless
connectors, but there is currently insufficient evidence to support the case for routine adoption in
the NHS.

Research is therefore recommended to address uncertainties about the clinical benefits of using
Curos. This research should:

= determine if Curos adds value to the standard bundle of care for preventing infections when
using needleless connectors

= explore the use of Curos in people at high risk of infection, including those whose condition
is managed in the community

= clearly define the patient groups included and use consistent outcomes.

See why we made the recommendations on Curos.

n Preventing and treating surgical site infections

See Prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections / Preventing and treating
surgical site infections

NICE Pathway on antimicrobial stewardship

See Antimicrobial stewardship

NICE Pathway on ensuring adults have the best experience of NHS
services

See Patient experience in adult NHS services
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Glossary

HCAIs

healthcare-associated infections
Sources

Healthcare-associated infections: prevention and control (2011) NICE guideline PH36

Curos for preventing infections when using needleless connectors (2019) NICE medical
technologies guidance 44

Your responsibility
Guidelines

The recommendations in this guideline represent the view of NICE, arrived at after careful
consideration of the evidence available. When exercising their judgement, professionals and
practitioners are expected to take this guideline fully into account, alongside the individual
needs, preferences and values of their patients or the people using their service. It is not
mandatory to apply the recommendations, and the guideline does not override the responsibility
to make decisions appropriate to the circumstances of the individual, in consultation with them
and their families and carers or guardian.

Local commissioners and providers of healthcare have a responsibility to enable the guideline
to be applied when individual professionals and people using services wish to use it. They
should do so in the context of local and national priorities for funding and developing services,
and in light of their duties to have due regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, to
advance equality of opportunity and to reduce health inequalities. Nothing in this guideline
should be interpreted in a way that would be inconsistent with complying with those duties.

Commissioners and providers have a responsibility to promote an environmentally sustainable
health and care system and should assess and reduce the environmental impact of
implementing NICE recommendations wherever possible.
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Technology appraisals

The recommendations in this interactive flowchart represent the view of NICE, arrived at after
careful consideration of the evidence available. When exercising their judgement, health
professionals are expected to take these recommendations fully into account, alongside the
individual needs, preferences and values of their patients. The application of the
recommendations in this interactive flowchart is at the discretion of health professionals and
their individual patients and do not override the responsibility of healthcare professionals to
make decisions appropriate to the circumstances of the individual patient, in consultation with
the patient and/or their carer or guardian.

Commissioners and/or providers have a responsibility to provide the funding required to enable
the recommendations to be applied when individual health professionals and their patients wish
to use it, in accordance with the NHS Constitution. They should do so in light of their duties to
have due regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, to advance equality of
opportunity and to reduce health inequalities.

Commissioners and providers have a responsibility to promote an environmentally sustainable
health and care system and should assess and reduce the environmental impact of

implementing NICE recommendations wherever possible.

Medical technologies guidance, diagnostics guidance and interventional procedures
guidance

The recommendations in this interactive flowchart represent the view of NICE, arrived at after
careful consideration of the evidence available. When exercising their judgement, healthcare
professionals are expected to take these recommendations fully into account. However, the
interactive flowchart does not override the individual responsibility of healthcare professionals to
make decisions appropriate to the circumstances of the individual patient, in consultation with
the patient and/or guardian or carer.

Commissioners and/or providers have a responsibility to implement the recommendations, in
their local context, in light of their duties to have due regard to the need to eliminate unlawful
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations. Nothing in this
interactive flowchart should be interpreted in a way that would be inconsistent with compliance
with those duties.
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Commissioners and providers have a responsibility to promote an environmentally sustainable
health and care system and should assess and reduce the environmental impact of
implementing NICE recommendations wherever possible.
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