Is the point estimate
of the effect
clinically significant after
accounting for any heterogeneity?

Does the range of estimates
defined by the confidence
interval only include
clinically significant effects?

YES

NO

No
Yes but statistically
significant®
[Cs1] [Cs2]
Very likely to be Likely to be
clinically significant clinically significant

Does the range of estimates defined by
the CI include clinically
significant effects?

No
and the CI completely
excludes clinically
significant effects

[CS3]
Unlikely to be [CS4]

clinically Inconclusive

significant

*Efficacy outcomes with large effect sizes and very wide confidence intervals should be
interpreted with caution and should be described as inconclusive (CS4), especially if

there is only one small study.






