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Table 40: Studies excluded from the clinical review 

Study Exclusion reason 

Agger 20171 Incorrect population; multiorgan bodily distress syndrome  

Andersson 19982 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Anonymous 200425 News article  

Anonymous 201976 Editorial  

Anonymous 20193 Summary article (not full study) 

Anonymous 202081 Abstract only 

Ascough 20205 Systematic review with different PICO 

Baschetti 19996 Letter 

Behan 19957 Conference proceedings 

Blockmans 200310 Crossover, no washout period 

Brook 199311 Correspondence 

Brostoff 200012 On National Registry only - paper cannot be found 

Cleare 199813 Conference proceeding 

Cleare 199914 Crossover, no washout period 

Cleare 200017 No relevant outcomes 

Cleare 200115 No relevant outcomes 

Cleare 200416 No relevant outcomes 

Collatz 201618 Systematic review with different PICO 

De Vinci 199619 No relevant outcomes 

Diaz-Mitoma 200320 Only 14/16 patients had CFS; no useable outcomes 

Fagermoen 201521 No relevant outcomes 

Fluge 201524 Non-randomised follow up to Fluge 2011 

Glazachev 201726 Article not in English 
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Study Exclusion reason 

Gracious 199127 Case study 

Guo 201528 Article not in English 

Hall 201629 Secondary analysis of an included trial 

Hartz 200330 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Hermans 201831 Study not relevant: one-off pain treatment; outcomes not relevant 

Hickie 199233 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Hickie 199932 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Houdenhove 201035 Narrative review 

Kakumanu 200136 Abstract only 

Kreijkamp-Kaspers 201138 Incorrect study design (non-randomised study and review) 

Lane 199939 Unobtainable - record on national research registry.  

Lerner 200142 Correspondence 

Lerner 200240 Incorrect study design (non-randomised); incorrect comparison (comparing two patient groups not 
treatments) 

Lerner 200741 No useable outcomes 

Liu 201043 Article not in English 

Lloyd 199345 No useable outcomes 

Main 200046 Unobtainable - only exists on national register or research so may not be published 

Mckenzie 200048 No relevant outcomes  

Meeus 201349 Incorrect intervention (one-off pain treatment) 

Mehta 199550 Incorrect study design (non-randomised; single case study with cross-over) 

Mitchell 200051 Unobtainable. Only reported on trial database  

Moorkens 199854 No useable outcomes 

Morriss 199655 Citation only  

Natelson 199658 Analysis technique unclear and not possible to interpret 

Natelson 199857 No useable outcomes 

Nilsson 201860 Incorrect intervention (drug not licensed) 

Pae 200962 Systematic review is not relevant to review question or unclear PICO 
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Study Exclusion reason 

Plioplys 199766 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Raijmakers 201967 Incorrect population (Q fever fatigue syndrome) 

Rekeland 202069 Incorrect study design (non-randomised) 

Roerink 201571 Study protocol 

Roerink 201772 Incorrect study design (RCT results reported elsewhere) 

Roerink 201873 No relevant outcomes  

Rowe 199774 No relevant extractable outcomes 

Rowe 199975 Not all participants were randomised  

See 199678 Crossover, no washout period 

Spath 200080 No useable outcomes  

Springer 199282 Abstract only 

Staud 201783 Incorrect intervention (one-off pain treatment); no relevant outcomes  

Stouch 201085 No relevant outcomes 

Strayer 199487 No relevant extractable outcomes 

Stubhaug 200889 Incorrect population (neurasthenia population; not all participants met CFS criteria) 

Suhadolnik 199490 No relevant outcomes 

Teitelbaum 199992 Incorrect population (principally FMS; not all patients had co-existing CFS) 

The 201494 Intervention details unclear 

Tiev 199995 Article not in English 

Vedhara 199796 No useable outcomes 

Vercoulen 199798 Article not in English 

Vorob'eva 2017101 Article not in English  

Vorob'eva 2019100 Incorrect population; no diagnosis of ME/CFS 

Wearden 1996102 Citation only  

Williams 2002104 No usable outcome data - results reported as medians (IQR) 

Wilson 2019105 Citation only 

Young 2010106 On clinical trials website only - otherwise unavailable 

Zachrisson 2004108 No relevant outcomes  


